

Spett.le
Università degli Studi di Modena e Reggio Emilia

Via Università n. 4

41121 Modena (MO)

Certified e-mail
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OBJECT:
AGREEMENT FOR THE FUNDING OF 1 SCHOLARSHIP FOR THE PHD PROGRAMME IN "......................". XLI CYCLE, ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026
BETWEEN
the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia (hereinafter referred to as the "University"), in the person of the Director General pro tempore, Ing. Luca Chiantore, domiciled for the office in Modena, Via Università, no. 4, tax code 00427620364;

AND

the Department of ..................................... of the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, with registered office in.......................................... in the person of the Director pro tempore Prof. .................., domiciled for the office at the Department;

AND

the Company .................. (hereinafter referred to as the " Funder"), with registered office in .................., Via .................. tax code and VAT no. .................. in the person of its legal representative ............... domiciled for the office in .................., Via .....................,

GIVEN art. 4 of law no. 210 of 3/7/1998, which provides that Universities, with their own regulations, shall regulate the institution of PhD programmes, the procedures for access and for achieving the qualification, the educational objectives and the relative degree programme, the duration, the contribution for access and attendance, the procedures for awarding and the amount of the scholarships, as well as the agreements with public and private entities, in conformity with the general criteria and the eligibility requirements of the sites determined by Ministerial Decree;
GIVEN the Ministerial Decree of 11/9/1998 that, in implementation of Law no. 315 of 3/8/1998, art. 2 establishes that as of 1/1/1999 the aforementioned study grants are subject to the payment of the INPS contribution to a separate management;
GIVEN the Ministerial Decree no. 226 of 14/12/2021, which issued the Regulations on the accreditation of PhD centres and programmes and the criteria for the establishment of PhD programmes by accredited bodies;
GIVEN the University Regulation on PhD programmes;

GIVEN the Ministerial Guidelines for the accreditation of PhD programmes;
CONSIDERED that the funder is interested in the execution and development of research activities in the subject areas of the aforementioned PhD programme, according to the research programme defined with the University, also in the form of hosting PhD programme participants at its premises;
THE FOLLOWING IS AGREED AND STIPULATED:
Art. 1 The University, in the event of activation of the PhD programme in ".................." Cycle XLI, Academic Year 2025/2026, with a three-year duration (in addition to any extensions or suspensions and, in any case, until the achievement of the title) and administrative headquarters at the same University, undertakes to provide n. 1 PhD scholarship funded in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement and in accordance with the provisions, requirements, procedures and criteria established by current university legislation on the subject, in addition to those already made available to the aforementioned PhD programme and financed with funds from the University budget.

The University will provide the scholarship to the successful candidate in the ranking list, in possession of the prescribed legal requirements, within the time and in the manner provided by law, for research on the topic/area _________________________ OPTIONAL
Art. 2 The Funder agrees to pay the University, for the three-year scholarship (in addition to any extensions or suspensions and, in any case, until the degree is awarded):

a) the sum of € 20,037.50 for the academic year 2025/2026, of € 20,037.50 for the academic year 2026/2027 and of € 20,037.50 for the academic year 2027/2028, inclusive of statutory charges, to be allocated to the financing of the scholarship to be awarded to the PhD student who is favourably ranked, and who meets the requirements prescribed by the relevant legislation in force. The above sum shall be such as to ensure that the amount of the scholarship corresponds to that of each scholarship funded by the University, inclusive of social security and tax charges payable by the University;
b) the sum of € 1,000.00 per year, as contribution to general expenses;

c) the sum of € 1.90 per year, corresponding to the annual per person premium relating to the " Accident" Policy, to cover accidents occurring to, among others, those enrolled in PhD programmes; the sum of € 1.77 per year, corresponding to the per person per year premium for the "Third Party Liability and Workers' Compensation" policy, for the extension of the personal liability of persons who, for various reasons, attend and use university facilities, also to damages caused to university facilities, to property owned by or in use by the University, to students and to employees and/or collaborators working for the University;

d) the sum of € 4,872.90 as a budget for research activities, aimed at supporting the PhD student's research activities in Italy and abroad (art. 9, paragraph 4 of Ministerial Decree 226/2021), net of social security and tax charges payable by the University;

e) upon request by the University, a possible integration of the amount of the scholarship, to the extent of 50%, in proportion to and in relation to the periods of stay abroad envisaged as part of the PhD student's scientific training and previously authorised by the competent University bodies and in any case not exceeding a total of 12 months. This period may be extended up to a maximum overall period of eighteen months for PhD programmes co-tutored with foreign subjects or activated pursuant to Article 3, paragraph 2 of Ministerial Decree 226/2021;
f) any sums to cover further rises in the scholarship, in the budget for research activities related to the increases in the scholarship, insurance premiums and/or any charges that may be set by law or that are due for the postponement of the start of the PhD programme as a result of the ministerial programming of the Courses;

g) any sum that may subsequently be agreed upon with the Board of Professors as a possible additional operating contribution;
h) any sums to cover possible extensions of the duration of the scholarship.  

The sums referred to in points a), b), c) and d) of this article shall be paid to the University on the dates indicated below:

- € 25.914,07 (subject to any adjustment for increase in the premium of the "Accident" Policy and "Third Party and Employers' Liability" Policy) for  the first academic year of the PhD Programme, within 30 days from the notice, by the University, of the name of the PhD student awarded the scholarship by means of payment through PAGOPA as provided for by Legislative Decree 217/2017;

- € 21.041,17 (subject to any adjustment for premium increase of the "Accident" Policy and "Third Party and Employers Liability" Policy) for the second academic year of the programme, from 1 July 2026 to 31 July 2026;

- € 21.041,17 (subject to any possible adjustment for an increase in the premium of the "Accident" Policy and "Third Party Liability and Workers' Compensation" Policy) for the third academic year of the programme, between 1 July 2027 and 31 July 2027.

The sums referred to in points e), f) and g), relating respectively to the integration of the amount of the grant for any periods abroad, for any increases in the grant and the budget for research activities, or for any additional charges established by law and for any additional operating contributions shall be paid to the University within 30 days of the relative request to the Funder.

The increase in the amounts referred to in point f) above shall take effect from the same date from which the possible additional charges and the improvements established in favour of the PhD scholarship(s) granted by the University and the relative budget for research activities shall take effect.
Art. 3 In the event that the PhD student awarded the scholarship does not complete the programme of activities planned for the previous year, verified in accordance with the procedures established by the regulations, or renounces the scholarship while proceeding with the  programme, or renounces pursuing the PhD programme, the remaining part of the scholarship shall be awarded by the University to the first PhD student in the ranking list, regularly enrolled in the aforementioned PhD programme, who does not receive a grant or similar form of funding, in accordance with the University Regulations on PhD programmes, and - in the event that the PhD student renounces the grant by continuing the PhD programme - the amount of the budget for research activities shall remain payable to the University, for allocation to the PhD student.

The award of this scholarship does not give rise to an employment relationship with the University or the Funder.

3) (As an alternative to the above - delete the unselected option) In the event that the PhD student awarded the scholarship does not complete the programme of activities planned for the previous year, verified in accordance with the procedures established by the regulations, or renounces the scholarship while proceeding with the Programme, or renounces pursuing the Programme, the remaining part of the scholarship shall not be awarded and the University shall return the remaining amount to the Funder.  In the event that the PhD student renounces the scholarship while proceeding with the Programme, the amount of the budget for research activities shall remain due to the University for allocation to the PhD student.

The award of this scholarship does not give rise to an employment relationship with the University or the Funder.
Art. 4 Without prejudice to the obligation of the Funder to make the payments referred to in article 2 of this Agreement, within the terms therein indicated, the University reserves the right to proceed, subject to a warning and formal notice, pursuant to article 1454 of the Italian Civil Code, in the event the Funder fails to fulfil the payment obligations referred to in article 2. The right of the University to claim compensation for damages arising from the Funder's breach shall in any case be unaffected.
Art. 5 This Agreement shall be terminated, pursuant to Article 1353 of the Italian Civil Code, in the event of

1. failure to activate the PhD programme referred to in Article 1; 

2. failure to launch the call for applications for admission to the aforesaid Programme;
3. absence of applications for admission to the Programme;

4. unsuitability of all applicants to the call for applications.

Art. 6 As regards the rules governing the application for admission, the conduct of the PhD programme in question and the obligations to which the scholarship holder enrolled in the said programme is subject, specific reference is made to the relevant regulations in force, as well as to the relevant notice of competition for admission to the PhD programme; references to university regulations on PhD programmes also refer to subsequent amendments.

Art. 7 This Agreement shall run and last for the same period as the PhD programme referred to in Article 1 above.

Art. 8 To protect PhD students, the University has taken out the following insurance policies:

- third-party and third-party liability policy for damage to persons and property caused to third parties;

- an "Accident" policy to cover accidents occurring to, among others, those enrolled in PhD programmes at the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia while carrying out their activities.

The texts of the policies are available on the website http://www.affaristituzionalicontrattigare.unimore.it/site/home/assicurazioni.html
Art. 9 The University provides insurance cover for PhD students for accidents at work with INAIL, with the system of insurance cover on behalf of the State, pursuant to and within the limits of Presidential Decree no. 567 of 10 October 1996, as amended and supplemented.

It should be noted that this cover only applies to accidents occurring during technical-scientific experiments and practical and work-related exercises, excluding accidents, as those in itinere, that are not related to the specific activity for which the legal obligation exists (INAIL Circular no. 28 of 23 April 2003).

Art. 10 In the event of an accident occurring at the Funder's premises, in the context of and during the hosting of the participant in the PhD programme and during the performance of the activities covered by this Agreement, the Funder itself undertakes to immediately report the event to the competent Department of ______________, certified email address _______________, administrative headquarters of the PhD programme as per art. 1, in order to allow the same to make the relative report within the terms provided by the law or the insurance contract.

It is understood that the existence of such policies shall not affect the exercise of any liability, damage and compensation actions against third parties.
Art. 11 Privacy: the parties undertake, towards each other, to process the personal data they will become aware of during the execution of this agreement in compliance with the principles of lawfulness, correctness and transparency, in accordance with the provisions of EU Regulation No. 679/2016 (hereinafter the "Regulations") as well as Legislative Decree No. 196/2003, as most recently amended by Legislative Decree 101/2018. In particular, they guarantee compliance with the guarantees provided in favour of the data subjects, through the adoption of appropriate technical and organisational procedures. Furthermore, the parties undertake to provide mutual assistance in relation to:

- any requests that may be received from data subjects pursuant to Articles 15-22 of the Regulation

- any processing impact assessment procedures applied pursuant to Article 35 of the Regulation;

- requests for cooperation made by the Supervisory Authority pursuant to Article 31 of the Regulation.

If the processing carried out pursuant to this agreement should provide for the transfer of data to third countries, the transferring party shall be responsible for informing the other party, as well as for ensuring that the transfer takes place in compliance with the conditions described in Articles 44-49 of the Regulation.

Art. 12 Each Party shall be the holder of intellectual and industrial property rights (IP rights) relating to its background and nothing in this Agreement shall be construed, directly or indirectly, as involving the assignment of any right in relation to its background.

Intellectual and industrial property rights in respect of the results which may be obtained by the PhD student within the research activity covered by this Convention shall be jointly owned by the University and the Funding Body in equal shares, without prejudice to the moral rights of the author and inventor.

In any case, the Funding Body will have a right of option for the transfer, by assignment or exclusive license, of the University’s share of the IP Rights in the research results, under fair and non-discriminatory conditions. The Funding Body shall exercise the option referred to in this article, specifying the choice between assignment or exclusive license, with notice to be sent by registered letter with acknowledgement of receipt or certified e-mail addressed to the University, within the deadline of 120 (one hundred and twenty) days from the communication of the University of achievement of the research results.

If the Funding Body exercises the option under the above-mentioned terms, the Parties shall negotiate by separate agreement the transfer by assignment or exclusive licence and the related economic conditions, it being understood that the University will in any case retain the right to use the results subject to IP Rights internally for its institutional purposes of research and teaching.

Except in cases provided for by law or in compliance with obligations arising from administrative or judicial procedures or from this Agreement, each Party, also for its own employees and/or collaborators, including PhD students, undertakes to keep confidential the confidential data and information received from the other Party in connection with the activities covered by this Agreement.

The Parties also agree that the dissemination/use of the Results by the University shall not take place without the prior written consent of the Funding Body. The University undertakes to send a draft of the publication or presentation and the Funding Body will have 15 (fifteen) working days after receipt of the communication to request the removal of sensitive parts deemed confidential or patentable, or to request an embargo period (not exceeding 6 (six) months) to provide for patenting. In any case, the confidentiality of the final work of the PhD student is excluded, except for any deletion or possible secretion of parts of the work that may contain information that, for the nature or purpose, is intended to remain confidential.

What is not provided for in this article will be regulated in compliance with the rules of law in force with regard to intellectual property and the internal rules of the University regarding property and exploitation of research results.
Art. 13 The parties undertake to solve amicably any disputes arising from this contract between them. For any dispute that may arise among the parties regarding the interpretation, execution and termination of this contract, the Court of Modena shall have exclusive jurisdiction.
Art. 14 This agreement shall be finalised by a digital signature and sent by certified electronic mail.

It is subject to stamp duty from the outset jointly and severally by the parties, paid virtually by the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia pursuant to articles 15 and 15-bis of Presidential Decree no. 642 of 26 October 1972, and is subject to registration in case of use pursuant to art. 4 of the Tariff - part two attached to Presidential Decree no. 131 of 26 April 1986 and subsequent amendments.

The pro-rata reimbursement to the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia of the stamp duty shall be made by payment through PAGOPA as provided for by Legislative Decree 217/2017.

The Funder undertakes to digitally sign this agreement and to transmit it to the institutional email address of the Department and to the certified email address offertapostlaurea@pec.unimore.it of the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, which shall return it to the Funder upon completion.

Any expenses and taxes related to this agreement shall be paid by the Funder.

THE FUNDER (The legal representative)___________________________
DEPARTMENT OF ____________________________________ OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MODENA AND REGGIO EMILIA
(The Director of the Department)_________________________________
UNIVERSITY OF MODENA AND REGGIO EMILIA

(The General Director)_________________________________________
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